R epublic of the Philippines

Bepartment of Education
Region XI
SCHOOLS DIVISION OF DIGOS CITY

Office of the Schools Division Superintendent

May 9, 2025

DIVISION MEMORANDUM
SGOD-2025 — X

To

Assistant Schools Division Superintendent
Division Chiefs

Public Schools District Supervisors
Education Program Supervisors

Public School Heads

Public School Teachers

Subject: INVITATION FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF mEDUCATION

Enclosed: As stated.

SUMMER PROGRAM

This is in reference to the 1st Indorsement dated April 25, 2025, signed by
Allan G. Farnazo, Director IV, the herein invitation of Ms. Criss Anne Mallari of
Innovations for Poverty Actions, re: Implementation of mEducation Summer
Program on April 28, 2025 to June 6, 2025.

Participation to this activity is at the discretion of the School Division
Superintendent. It should be voluntary and prior arrangement of the concerned
school heads and teachers shall be made in compliance with DepEd Order No. 9
s. 2005 re: “Instituting Measures, to Increase Engaged Time-on Task and
Ensuring Compliance Therewith” ensuring that no classes shall be disrupted and
no DepEd funds shall be used.

Relevant details and information are provided in the enclosures.

Immediate and wide dissemination of this Memorandum is directed.

MELANIE % ESYACIO, PhD, CESO VI
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15t Indorsement
April 25, 2025

Respectfully referred to all Schools Division Superintendents, inviting
attention to the attached letter of Ms. Criss Anne Mallari of Innovations for
Poverty Actions re: Implementation of mEducation Summer Program on April 28,
2025 to June 6, 2025. Participation to this activity is at the discretion of the Schools
Division Superintendents. Further, the No Disruption of Classes Policy as stipulated
in DepEd Order No 9, s 2005, entitled Instituting Measures to Increase Engaged Time
on Task and Ensuring Compliance Therewith, must be strictly observed.
Additionally, no government funds will be involved.

ALLAN G.iF AZO

Dir v
Re: Criss Anne Mallari
Policy & Project Development Associate, Philippines
Innovations for Policy Action
Enclosed: As stated CRARTMENT 0 F EDUrATeny o,
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Address: F. Torres St., Davao City (8000) :
Telephone Nos.: {082) 291-0051 6
Email Address: regionl1@deped.gov.ph

Website: pedroxi.ph
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DQ%J E D Sl , DepEd XI Davao Region <region11@deped.gov.ph>

implementing mEducation through the Regional Remediation Program

1 message
Criss Anne Mallari <cmallari@poverty-action.org> Mon, Apr 21, 2025 at 10:26 AM
To: region11@deped.gov.ph - )ZO'L ;

Dear RD Famaza, o (/p :

Hage allis wall. @ 28 2025 éd }f

inpovaliops for Povery Action (IPA) remains commitied to supporting DepEd’s efforts in bridging leaming gaps among
our pupils. With the recent issuance of DepEd Order 10, 5. 2025, which guides the implementation of this year’s
summer programs, we believe that m-ducation can continue to play a valuable role, anchoring the intervention under
the Regional Remediation Program efforts.

The mEducation program offers Z0-minute weekly phone [utoriais that have been proven [o improve leamers’
nu skills. Its simple, flexible, and cost-effective model makes it especially suitable for summer remediation, as
it allows Teamers to participate without needing to travel to school.

With this, we invite your region and SDOs to implement mEducation with us this summer. While the program primarily
targets leamers in Grades 4 and 5, we are also open to including Grade 3 students—particularly those who are
struggling in numeracy.

We are happy to schedule a meeting to discuss the program implementation in your region / SDO. We are also
attaching a briefer that provides an overview of the program. in terms of the implementation timeline, kindly refer to
the details below:

= April 28-30: Training of teachers and baseline
= May 05-30: 4-week tutoring (40 mins per week per student)
= June 02-06: Endline assessment

We are looking forward to hearing from you.

Warm regards,
Anne
. Criss Anne Mallari
»
lpd Policy & Project Developmetr 2 aie, Philippines
innovations for Poverty Action
MORE EVIDENCE, LESS POVERTY

Waebsite | Linkedin | Twitter | Facebook

<~ Pilot meducation_official brief.pdf
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Building Resilient Education Systems: Cost -eflee ti\"'
Mobile Tutoring in the Philippines and Beyond

mbducation's piwsie based fniatine progna vicids promising resulls i inproving

frHnersey skitts apd student well Being

espite an increase in global school attendance rates, low levels of leaming persist among many students

worldwide. The urgent need for resilient education systems, particularly in countries where emergencies
fraquenﬂy disrupt education, has been highlighted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Youth impact's phone-based
tutoring program, mEducation or ConnectEd, aims to improve math skills by delivering math problems via text
and providing weekly 20-minute phone tutorials tailored to individual leaming levels. The program showed
promising resuits in Botswana, where it was initially implemented, and to test its scalability, researchers
conducted a randomized evaluation in five couniries, with IPA leading the evaluation in the Philippines. The
program led to a significant 40 percent increase in cf dren’s math skills in the Philippines, with an average cost of
USD $12 per student, making it one of the most cost-effective education interventions available.

Noam Angrist, Michesl Ainormugisha, Sai Pramod Bathena, Peter Bargraaen, f:dumm Quality, information and Communication rechwtogu{nﬂ
Colier Crossiey. Clalre Cullen, Thate Letsome. Moitshept Matsheng. feiie Youifi
tdarion Panti, Shwetlana Sabanwsl, Tim Sullivan

GRSV Randomized Evaluation
Yauth Impsct, Phitippines Depatmant of Education (Daphd)

Eate Vo Fene Marlon Pant, Karishs Anne Cruz
Philippines

SHRFLE - mznn
3,492 howsehalds with children in grades 3 and 4
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Policy Issue

Despite increased school attendance rates
worldwide, many students are not making progress in
their learning. In the Philippines, for instance, students
scored second-lowest out of 79 countries in the

2018 PISA mathematics assessment.’ School closures
caused by COVID-19 forced 1.6 billion students out of
the classroom, resulting in further learning losses.’ The
effect was particularly severe in the Philippines, where
schools were closed for over two years, exacerbating
the situation.

Although COVID-19 has been the most recent large-
scale emergency to disrupt education, more than 2
billion people worldwide live in countries affected by
frequent emergencies that disrupt education.’ In the
Philippines, in addition to the pandemic, a typhoon

in late 2021 destroyed 4,000 schools, impacting 2
million students.* These events emphasize the need
to prioritize access to quality education in emergency
situations.

Ivaluation Context

in Botswana, the NGO Youth Impact developed a
mobile phone-based tutoring program during the
early stages of the COVID-19 pandemic. Known as
mEducation or ConnectED, the program provided
students with math problems via text messages

and weekly 20-minute phone tutoring sessions
tailored to their learning level, with a focus on
addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division.
The program was evaluated on a small scale and
found to be cost-effective, resulting in a 012 standard
deviation increase in learning outcomes.® Following
these positive results, researchers conducted a
randomized evaluation of the mEducation program
in five countries, including India, Kenya, Nepal, the
Philippines, and Uganda, to assess its scalability. IPA
led the evaluation of mEducation in the Philippines.

Buidiog Realen Edeeaienn Sysiem

Details of the
intervention

in the Philippines, the mEducation program was
implemented in three regions selected by the
Philippines Department of Education (DepEd) as
representative of rural communities. The program
targeted students in grades 3 and 4.

To assess the effectiveness of the different
components of the program and whether both
components (SMS and phone calls) are necessary
to achieve positive impact, 3,492 students were
randomly assigned to one of three groups: a control
group that did not receive the program, a group that
received both phone calls and SMS, and an SMS-
only group. Researchers also randomly assigned the
program’s implementation to assess its impact on
effectiveness. The program was carried out either
by DepEd-employed teachers or IPA-trained tutors
selected from government teacher applicants,
allowing for a comparison of delivery methods.

in addition to conducting a learning assessment
adapted from the ASER test, researchers collected
data on child well-being, parental engagement in
educational activities, and parental perceptions of
their child’s learning.

Resulis and Policy
.eSSONS

Results showed that the core program of mEducation
- phone call tutoring sessions and text messages

- improved students’ math skills and learning by

40 percent as measured by an index that measures
scores on basic math operations,

Large relative impact: Of the five countries where
mEducation was evaluated, the 40 percent gain in
math learning in the Philippines was the second
highest. Uganda had the highest gain with a 66 percent
improvement in math learning.

increase in solving math operations: The core
program of mEducation increased the proportion
of students who could solve math problems across
ail basic operations. When implemented by DepEd,
the program increased the proportion of students
who could solve problems by 3 percentage points

M Dy Al 2
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GAINS IN LEARNING FROM MEDUCATION IMPLEMENTED BY DEFED
(% of students who answered operations correctly)
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for addition, 21 percentage points for subtraction,
23 percentage points for multiplication, and 14
percentage points for division.

When implemented by IPA the program increased
the proportion of students who could solve problems
by 8 percentage points for addition, 15 percentage
points for subtraction, 13 percentage points for
multiplication, and 11 percentage points for division.

Moderate effects of text messages only: Researchers
found that students in the text message-only group
increased their math learning by 8 percent. The
Philippines was one of two countries, along with
Uganda, where the text messages had impact,
suggesting that texts are effective only in high-need
contexts.

Similar impacts between Department of Education
and IPA delivery: Researchers found that the IPA-
implemented program and Department of Education-
implemented program were equally effective in
impact. This provides suggestive evidence that

the mEducation program can be successfully
implemented by governments at scale.

Impact by caregiver education level: mEducation
was found to be more effective for students whose
caregivers had lower levels of formal education,
indicating the program'’s stronger impact in
households with fewer alternative education support

Wiiter: Michael Podests and Ana Tamayo | Designer: Ana Tamayo

LEAINS N LEARNING FROM MEDUCATION IMPLEMENTED BY IPA
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systems. This also provides evidence that caregivers
can provide quality instruction even with low literacy
lavels.

Program popularity: Caregivers across all five
countries had high demand for mEducation. Among
households that did not receive the program, 97
percent of caregivers reported an interest in receiving
the phone call tutorials.

Secondary Outcomes: The core program of
mEducation had positive effects on non-cognitive
skills such as perseverance and ambition as well as
positive impacts on child well-being such as enjoying
school and worrying less.

Cost-effectiveness: Due to the high ownership of

cell phones, the primary expenses associated with

the mEducation program were the production and
delivery of its content to families, with an average cost
per student of USD $12. According to estimates by
researchers, mEducation resulted in the production

of 3.4 Learning Adjusted Years of Schooling (LAYS)

per USD $100, placing it among the top 10 out of 150
education interventions evaluated.

Building upon these positive results, IPA is currently
collaborating with researchers to develop plans for
large-scale implementation of the program.

iPA Philippines | info-philippines@poverty-action.org | poverty-actionorg/philippines-overview
Innovations for Poverty Action (IPA) s a research snd policy nonprofit that distowers and promotes effective solutions to giobal poverty

problams. IPA brings togethar researchars and decision-makers 1o design. dgorously evaluate, and refine these solutions and their applics-
tions, ensuring that the evidence created is used to improve the lives of the workd’s poor. Since our founding in 2002, IPA has worked with
ions in 51 countries. Futdrs growth will De concentrated in focus countries, such as
Philippines, where we have locat and international staff, established relationships with govermment, NGOs, and the private sector, and deep

aver 575 leading academics to conduct over 850 aval

knowledge of local issues.




